Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 70 September 1977 organization. The pitted midline skin and subcutaneous raphe must be excised; the neighbouring hairs must be reorientated; the deep cleft must be filled in by a skin and subcutaneous graft. Thus, any difference between the St Mark's oblong flap and the Z-plasty ( 
Section News
Section of Comparative Medicine About twenty members of the Section travelled on 15 June 1977 to Porton where they were welcomed by Dr R J C Harris, Director of the Microbiological Research Establishment. The MRE, which owes its origins more than thirty years ago to the threat of biological warfare, rapidly became and still remains a centre of excellence in microbiological research. An almost unlimited spectrum of microbiological problems is studiedranging from the bacterial extraction of uranium from its ores to the safety testing of viruses intended for the control of insect pests. Much work is now done under contract.
Members were given detailed information on influenza subunit vaccine, virulence of viruses and pathology of certain diseases and were shown the Special Pathogens Unit, which was opened in 1975. This facility, probably unmatched in Western Europe, is used to handle highly infectious diseases in a closed system. Access for operators is provided by gloved portholes. Diseases studied include Congo fever, Lassa fever and Marburg disease. There was an opportunity to see parts of the animal production facilities at Allington Farm, including a successful breeding colony of rhesus monkeys. At the 'pilot plant', facilities for largescale continuous culture were demonstrated. The MRE produces impressive quantities of enzymes for cancer therapy and genetic engineering.
After an absorbing visit that lasted most of the day, members left with strong impressions of a fine laboratory adapting readily to changing national requirements. 
